[Pathogenesis of the hepatocellular carcinoma associated with hepatitis C virus].
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) is known as one of major causative agents of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) in the world. The pathogenesis of HCC associated with HCV, however, has not been fully elucidated yet, although the chronic inflammation induced by HCV infection is considered to contribute greatly to the HCC development. Some HCV gene products have been shown to possess transformation activities in cultured cells. Several oncogenic signal pathways in the cells were modulated by the exogenous expression of the HCV proteins. A few lines of the transgenic mice producing the core protein among those products was also reported to develop liver steatosis and HCC without apparent inflammation after rearing for a relatively long period. So, the functions of the core on the modulation of cellular events have been extensively examined and characterized. Here, I would summarize the progress of the research for the pathogenesis of HCC associated with HCV.